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Instructions
1. This paper consists of sections A, B, and C.
2. Answer all questions in section A and B and two (2) questions from section C

3. Section A carries sixteen (16) marks , section B carries fifty four (54) marks and section C
carries thirty (30) marks

4. All writings must be in blue or black ink.
5. Communication devices and any unauthorized materials are not allowed in the assessment room.

6. Write your Assessment Number at the top right hand corner of every page.
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1. Read the following passage carefully then answer the questions that follow by writing the letter of the
correct answer in the answer booklet provided.

There are three kinds of education in Africa. There is the old traditional education, the remains of the
colonial schooling, which varied according to how the European power saw African requirements, and there
is the post-independence attempt to find an education suitable for the needs of modern Africa.

The old education grew naturally out of the village and tribal ways of life, and there was much to commend
it. A child had to learn how to deal with the dangers of his surroundings and how to treat his fellows. He
knew about weather, how to use a spear, axe and hoe from old men. His mother taught him correct speech,
behavior and respect for elders. Throughout his childhood, it was impressed on him that he could not live
alone; he must conform and accept the ways of the tribe. He lived in a world of kinship: his kin gave him
security in sickness and old age. Law and ownership of land were based on kinship. So the child learned
the rites which kinship would demand throughout his life from birth to maturity, marriage, and death.

Much of this education was informal. The home was the child’s school, where he learned traditional legends
and proverbs. For example, the reader might like to work out the meaning of these two Baluyia proverbs
from Kenya: “A person running alone thinks he is the fastest runner” and “A small bird cannot advise a
bigger one.” This social education had great emphasis on correct conduct and confidence. A traveler in East
Africa in the 1930s wrote: “I have seen three children between four and six quite competently preparing a
meal with no supervision.” But severe tests of endurance were a more formal part of this education. Chagga
boys in the old days had to sleep in holes in the ground at night for nine months, often in the cold mountain
air. A boy was required to go on a lonely expedition into the forest to kill a leopard with a bow and arrow.
Bangi girls aged nine to thirteen were repeatedly ducked in streams or terrified by women pretending to fall
dead at their feet and by the appearance of monsters.

This traditional form of education had the advantage of preparing a child for life in the community; it did
not in general encourage him to be ambitious or independent or teach him to meet the needs of the modern
world. So in the colonial years missions and “European” schools taught the kind of things children in Europe
were taught. This produced a small westernized elite in some colonies, but it was severely criticized for
having little to do with African needs. Reading books had European birds and snow scenes in them;
arithmetic problems dealt with taps and wallpaper rolls. Few of these things had anything to do with many
African children’s environment.

Colonial education too has been criticized because it was, to quote President Nyerere of Tanzania,
“motivated by a desire to inculcate the values of the colonial society and to train individuals for the service
of the colonial state.” The state interest in education was based on the need for local clerks and junior
officials, and there was thus a heavy emphasis on subservient attitudes and white-collar skills.

In the post-independence era, African needs are being rethought.
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Questions

(i) From this passage we can tell that colonial education was to
A. help Africans acquire their independence

B. help Europeans satisfy the rule Africans

C. meet the needs of modern Africans

D. replace African tradition and culture

E. civilize the African children

Answer: E. civilize the African children

(i1) The word ‘conform’ in the second paragraph means
A. comply with rules or general customs

B. discuss with other members of the society

C. respect the elders of the society

D. mix well with the members of the society

E. disagree with the community values

Answer: A. comply with rules or general customs

(iii) ‘Elite’ in the fourth paragraph means
A. a group of selected people

B. a group of colonialists

C. a group of westernized Africans

D. a group of rich people

E. a disadvantaged group

Answer: A. a group of selected people

(iv) The traveller in East Africa was surprised (in paragraph three) because
A. he could not expect such young children to prepare such a delicious meal
B. he thought only European children could prepare a meal like that

C. the children could prepare a meal without assistance from an older person
D. the children were not competently supervised when preparing the meal

E. the children were too few to prepare a meal

Answer: C. the children could prepare a meal without assistance from an older person

(v) We can deduce from paragraphs four and five that colonial education was
A. too difficult for the Africans

B. irrelevant to the African situation

C. showing European traditions and customs that did not exist in Africa

D. preparing Africans for highly paid jobs
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E. preparing Africans for leadership in missions

Answer: B. irrelevant to the African situation

(vi) According to the writer, education in Africa today
A. should train electrical engineers

B. should be practical-oriented

C. does not require universities

D. should base on secondary school level only

E. should not prepare a western elite

Answer: B. should be practical-oriented

(vii) The writer says that in traditional education “severe tests of endurance were a more formal part of this
education.” The aim of the tests was to train

A. boys and girls not to fear the sight of monsters

B. boys and girls to survive in the cold

C. a Chagga boy not to fear a leopard

D. Bangi girls not to run away from the pretendedly dead women falling at their feet

E. boys and girls to tolerate an extremely difficult condition

Answer: E. boys and girls to tolerate an extremely difficult condition

(viii) Nyerere criticised colonial education because
A. it perpetuated the interests of the colonial society
B. it prepared local clerks and junior officials

C. it encouraged university level only

D. it inculcated the values of the colonial society

E. he just hated colonialists

Answer: D. it inculcated the values of the colonial society

(ix) In the seventh paragraph, the question “...how many universities should a country have, when half of
an age group goes to schooling at all?”” implies that the writer

A. does not support university education

B. supports university education for children who go to schooling at all

C. encourages more emphasis be put on lower levels of education than the university

D. discourages lower levels of education for children who go to schooling at all

E. insists that all civil servants should receive good secondary education

Answer: C. encourages more emphasis be put on lower levels of education than the university

(x) From the last paragraph the writer observes that education in many African countries is
A. preparing young people for urban life
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B. preparing young people for rural life

C. attracting young people to urban areas which they are reluctant to leave

D. trying to prepare young people for rural life, but the urban areas are too tempting
E. less important for Africans

Answer: D. trying to prepare young people for rural life, but the urban areas are too tempting
2. Read and summarise the following passage in 40 words.

A young man went to a car showroom. He was wearing rubber boots and a jacket. The young man examined
an expensive car carefully and then turned to speak to the salesman.

“How much does this car cost?” he asked.

“Ten million shillings,” the salesman said.

“I have two million,” the young man said. The salesman smiled. He found it hard to be polite.

“You are joking, of course,” he said. The salesman showed his customer the door and the young man left
the shop without a word.

Summary: A young man inquires about a car’s price but has insufficient funds. The salesman dismisses
him, assuming he is joking, and sends him away without respect.

3. Match the items in column A with the responses in column B.

(i) We have been in this school
Answer: H. since we began our studies

(ii) Before Tom went to the market
Answer: F. he had eaten lunch

(iii) No sooner had the Simba-Yanga match begun
Answer: C. than a black cat crossed the football pitch

(iv) By the time | am 25 years old
Answer: E. | will have completed my studies

(v) In spite of their poverty
Answer: G. they managed to buy bicycles

4. Rearrange the following five sentences into a logical sequence to make a meaningful paragraph.

Answer:

B. The other day, when a match had been arranged against another club, I played with my team.
C. Since we won this time, we played a great match and were very excited.

E. Although I have not been playing long, | can already beat many of the other members there.
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D. We won our match easily, but the other pairs all lost theirs.
A. After my day’s work in the field, I was too tired to play with much interest.

5. Choose two topics and write a composition on each topic.

(a) As a competent sports lover, advise the National Sports Council on what should be done to enable our
teams excel in international competitions.

The Role of the National Sports Council in Improving Sports Competitions

International sports competitions are a platform for nations to showcase talent and unity. For our country
to excel, the National Sports Council must take the following measures:

First, talent scouting should begin at the grassroots level. Schools and communities must be encouraged to
organize tournaments to identify gifted players at an early stage. Secondly, providing quality facilities such
as well-maintained stadiums and proper training equipment is crucial for nurturing athletes.

Additionally, training programs should be conducted by experienced coaches who understand global
standards. Proper nutrition and psychological support are also essential for players’ peak performance.
Finally, players should be exposed to international matches to gain experience and confidence.

With these initiatives, our country will excel in global sports competitions.

(d) Write a story to end “... I shall never go there again, never.”

An Unforgettable Experience

One sunny afternoon, my friends and | decided to explore an abandoned house rumored to be haunted. We
were excited yet anxious as we approached the entrance. The creaking door revealed a dark, dusty interior.
Shadows danced across the walls, making us feel uneasy.

Suddenly, a loud bang echoed from upstairs. My heart raced as we saw a figure descending the staircase.
Without waiting to confirm what it was, we bolted out of the house, trembling with fear. It was later revealed

that the housekeeper had accidentally scared us while cleaning the house.

Though it was a harmless misunderstanding, the experience was terrifying. | shall never go there again,
never.

6. Complete each of the following sentences with a suitable word or expression.

(i) I know where
Answer: C. the boys have gone
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(i) Your work is
Answer: E. worse

(iii) I noticed this morning that some new houses
Answer: B. are being built

(iv) Two men
Answer: A. had waited

7. Rewrite the following sentences according to the instructions given after each.

() Juma is bright. His sister is also bright.
Combine using "as...as."
Answer: Juma is as bright as his sister.

(b) The boy was sleeping.
Rewrite beginning: "Her children” instead of "The boy."
Answer: Her children were sleeping.

(c) There is a possibility that he will come.
Rewrite beginning with "It is..."
Answer: It is possible that he will come.

(d) Open the door, Tatu.
Begin: Tatu, would you mind...
Answer: Tatu, would you mind opening the door?

8. Complete each of the following sentences with a suitable word or expression.

(i) Each of them has brought
Answer: B. his

(ii) Where is Mr.
Answer: B. Juma’s

(iii) After he
Answer: A. had collected

(iv) He was accused
Answer: C. of
9. Rewrite the following sentences according to the instructions given after each.

(a) The labourer did his work. Then he sat down to rest.

7
Find this and other free resources at: http://maktaba.tetea.org

Prepared by: Maria marco for TETEA



Begin: Having...
Answer: Having done his work, the labourer sat down to rest.

(b) There were heavy clouds in the sky. That’s why we couldn’t see the sun the whole day.
Begin: The skies were so0...
Answer: The skies were so cloudy that we couldn’t see the sun the whole day.

(c) 1 was very happy to see the film.
Rewrite using "enjoyed" instead of "was very happy."
Answer: | enjoyed seeing the film.

(d) Despite the sickness, Maria wrote her final examination.
Rewrite beginning with: Although...
Answer: Although Maria was sick, she wrote her final examination.

10. Complete the following sentences with a suitable word from the list (A, B, C, D, E). Write the letter of
the correct choice in your answer booklet beside the item number.

(i) This is the first time | table tennis.
A. played

B. was playing

C. have played

D. playing

E. I have been playing

Answer: C. have played

(ii) The train arrived after | for about twenty minutes.
A. waiting

B. had waited

C. have been waiting

D. have waited

E. was waiting

Answer: B. had waited

(iii) He hasn’t got luggage.
A. much

B. many

C. plenty

D. afew

E. more

Answer: A. much

(iv) Miriam is good Mathematics.
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A.in

B. with

C. over

D. to

E. at
Answer: E. at

11. Children sometimes use force to exercise their freedom from the hands of the parents even when they
are thought to need parental care. Using two references you have read, discuss this statement with clear
examples.

In Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe, Nwoye rebels against his father, Okonkwo, by converting to
Christianity. Nwoye's decision represents his desire for freedom from his father’s strict and traditional
expectations. Okonkwo views Nwoye’s conversion as a betrayal, but for Nwoye, it is an assertion of
personal independence.

Similarly, in The River Between by Ngugi wa Thiong’o, Muthoni defies her father Joshua’s Christian
teachings to undergo the traditional Kikuyu circumcision. She believes this act connects her to her culture,
despite her father’s disapproval. Muthoni's rebellion ultimately leads to her death, showing the costs of
asserting freedom.

Both texts depict how children resist parental control to achieve independence, even when parental guidance
might have been well-intentioned.

12. The coming of the white man to Africa was to some extent advantageous to the African. Using two
readings support this statement.

In Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe, the introduction of Western education by missionaries offers new
opportunities for some individuals. Nwoye finds solace and identity in Christianity, which provides an
alternative to the traditional customs he finds oppressive.

In The River Between by Ngugi wa Thiong’o, the establishment of missionary schools brings education to
the Kikuyu people. Waiyaki recognizes the value of education as a tool for progress, although he struggles
to balance it with cultural preservation.

These examples illustrate that despite the disruptions caused by colonialism, certain aspects such as
education and new belief systems offered opportunities for growth and development.
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13. In traditional societies, a school was conceptualised negatively. Using two references you have done in
class, discuss why it was so.

In The River Between by Ngugi wa Thiong’o, traditional Kikuyu elders see the missionary schools as a
threat to their culture. They believe education will erode their values and customs, leading to the loss of
identity among the youth.

Similarly, in Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe, the elders of Umuofia resist the influence of Western
education introduced by missionaries. They perceive it as a means to undermine traditional authority and
replace it with foreign values.

Both texts highlight the fear of cultural erosion and loss of identity, which explains why traditional societies
viewed formal education negatively.

14. With reference to two readings, show how the parents were trying to mould or shape their children in
such a way that they would be like them (parents).

In Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe, Okonkwo tries to shape his son Nwoye into a strong and traditional
Igbo man. He pushes Nwoye to adopt masculine traits and conform to societal expectations. However,
Nwoye rebels by joining the missionaries.

In The River Between by Ngugi wa Thiong’o, Joshua tries to mold his daughters, Muthoni and Nyambura,
into devout Christians. He strictly enforces his faith, rejecting traditional practices. While Nyambura
complies, Muthoni defies him by embracing Kikuyu customs.

Both examples show how parents impose their values and expectations on their children, often leading to
conflict when the children choose their own paths.
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