THE UNITED REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA
NATIONAL EXAMINATION COUNCIL

CERTIFICATE OF SECONDARY EDUCATION EXAMINATION

024 LITERATURE IN ENGLISH

(For Both School and Private Candidates)

Time: 2 Hours 30 Minutes Friday 26 October 2007

Instructions

1. This paper consists of sections A, B, C and D.

2. Answer TWO (2) questions from section A and ONE (1) question from each of sections B, C and D.

3. All questions carry 20 marks

4. Cellular phones are not allowed in the examination room.

5. Write your Examination Number on every page of your answer booklet(s).
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SECTION A: THEORIES OF LITERATURE
Answer two (2) questions from this section.

1. Define the following literary concepts and explain their significance in literature:
(a) Plot
(b) Allusion
(c) Satire
(d) Point of view
(e) Tone

2. “Literature is a tool for social change.” Using six (6) points, argue for or against this statement,
drawing examples from literary works or real-life experiences.

3. Discuss the differences between written and oral literature, highlighting four (4) characteristics of
each and their impact on Tanzanian society.

SECTION B: PLAYS
Answer one (1) question from this section.

TEXTS:
e The Lion and the Jewel - Wole Soyinka
e The Trials of Brother Jero - Wole Soyinka
e The Swamp Dwellers - Wole Soyinka
¢ Kinjeketile - Ibrahim Hussein
e Dilemma of a Ghost - Ama Ata Aidoo
e The Barbed Wire - M. Rugyendo
e Dedan Kimathi - Kenneth Watene
e The Government Inspector - N. Gogol

4. “Plays often reflect the tension between tradition and modernity.” Using two plays, discuss how
this conflict is portrayed and its significance to the audience.

5. Choose one play and explain how the playwright uses dialogue to reveal character traits and
advance the plot. Provide specific examples.

6. “Greed and corruption are destructive forces in society.” Using two plays, analyse how these
themes are explored and their impact on the characters.
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SECTION C: NOVELS AND SHORT STORIES
Answer one (1) question from this section.

TEXTS:
e Tales of Amadou Koumba - David Diop
¢ Quartet - Richard Rive
e A Walk in the Night and Other Stories - Alex La Guma
e Houseboy - Ferdinand Oyono
e The Old Man and The Medal - Ferdinand Oyono
¢ The Concubine - Elechi Amadi
e Sundiata: An Epic of Old Mali - Djibril Tamsir Niane
e Secret Lives - Ngugi Wa Thiong’o
e The Three Solid Stones - Martha Mvungi
¢ Girls at War - Chinua Achebe
¢ Uncle Tom’s Children - Richard Wright

7. “Writers use minor characters to enhance the development of major characters.” Using two texts,
discuss how minor characters contribute to the story.

8. Analyse how two writers use irony to critique societal issues in their novels or short stories.

9. “Conlflict is the driving force of a good story.” Using two texts, show how internal and external
conflicts shape the narrative and characters.
SECTION D: POETRY
Answer one (1) question from this section.

TEXT: Selected Poems — Tanzania Institute of Education

10. “Poetry is a powerful medium for expressing emotions.” Using two poems, discuss how poets
convey emotions through language and structure.
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11. Read the following poem and answer the questions that follow:

“Building the Nation” By Henry Barlow

Today I did my share

In building the nation

I drove a Permanent Secretary

To an important urgent function

In fact to a luncheon at the Vic

The menu reflected its importance

Cold Bell beer with small talk

Then fried chicken with niceties

Wine to fill the hollowness of the laughs
Ice-cream to cover the stereotype jokes
Coffee to keep the PS awake on return journey.

I drove the Permanent Secretary back.

He yawned many times in back of the car
Then to keep awake, he suddenly asked,
Did you have any lunch friend?

I replied looking straight ahead

And secretly smiling at his belated concern
That I had not, but was slimming!

Upon which he said with seriousness

That amused more than annoyed me,
Mwananchi, I too had none!

I attended to matters of state

Highly delicate diplomatic duties you know,
And friend, it goes against my grain,
Causes me stomach ulcers and wind.

Ah, he continued, yawning again,

The pains we suffer in building the nation!

So the PS had ulcers too!

My ulcers I think are equally painful
Only they are caused by hunger,
Not sumptuous lunches

So two nation builders

Arrived home this evening

With terrible stomach pains

The result of building the nation
Different ways.
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Questions:

(a) What is the central theme of the poem?

(b) How does the poet use irony to convey his message?

(c) Comment on the tone and mood of the poem.

(d) Identify two poetic devices used and explain their effect.

(e) How does the poem reflect challenges in Tanzanian society?
(f) What is the persona’s attitude toward the Permanent Secretary?

12. Using two poems, discuss how poets address the theme of social injustice and its relevance to
modern Tanzanian society.
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