THE UNITED REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA
NATIONAL EXAMINATIONS COUNCIL OF TANZANIA
CERTIFICATE OF SECONDARY EDUCATION EXAMINATION
024 LITERATURE IN ENGLISH
(For Both School and Private Candidate)

Time: 3 Hours ANSWERS Monday 14th November 2016

Instructions
1. This paper consists of sections A, B, and C.
2. Answer all questions in section A and B and two (2) questions from section C

3. Section A carries sixteen (16) marks, section B carries fifty four (54) marks and section C carries
thirty (30) marks

4. All writings must be in blue or black ink.
5. Communication devices and any unauthorized materials are not allowed in the assessment room.

6. Write your Assessment Number at the top right hand corner of every page.
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1. Analyze eight elements which make drama look different from other works of literature.

Answer:

i. Dialogue: Drama relies heavily on spoken conversations between characters to convey the story.

ii. Performance: Drama is written to be performed on stage or screen, making it a visual and auditory
experience.

iii. Stage directions: These are unique to drama, providing instructions for actors and stage settings.

iv. Division into acts and scenes: Unlike other literary genres, drama is organized into acts and scenes to
structure the story.

v. Interaction with the audience: Live performances of drama create a dynamic interaction between actors
and the audience.

vi. Limited narration: Drama often lacks a narrator, relying instead on characters' actions and dialogue to
tell the story.

vii. Setting: Drama uses physical settings, props, and costumes to bring the story to life visually.

viii. Conflict resolution: Drama often focuses on presenting and resolving conflicts through dialogue and
action.

2. Giving eight points, explain the importance of studying literature.

Answer:

i. Enhances critical thinking: Literature encourages analysis and interpretation of themes and characters.
ii. Preserves culture: It reflects and preserves the traditions, beliefs, and values of societies.

iii. Promotes empathy: Literature allows readers to understand and relate to different perspectives and
experiences.

iv. Improves language skills: Reading literature enhances vocabulary, grammar, and communication skills.
v. Encourages creativity: It inspires imagination through storytelling and artistic expression.

vi. Provides entertainment: Literature offers enjoyment and relaxation through engaging narratives.

vii. Teaches moral lessons: Many literary works provide ethical guidance and life lessons.

viii. Explores universal themes: Literature addresses timeless issues like love, conflict, and human nature.

3. Analyze four key elements of Form and four of Content in a piece of literary writing.
Answer:

Form:

i. Structure: Refers to how the text is organized, such as chapters, acts, or stanzas.
ii. Style: The author's choice of language, tone, and literary devices.

iii. Rhythm: The flow and pattern of words, particularly in poetry.

iv. Rhyme: The use of similar sounding words to create harmony in poetry or songs.

Content:
i. Theme: The central idea or message conveyed by the text.
ii. Plot: The sequence of events that make up the story.
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iii. Characters: The individuals or entities involved in the story.
iv. Setting: The time and place in which the story unfolds.

4. Using two plays read to support the view that "cultural issues are hindrance to development in our
societies." Give four points from each play.

Answer:

From The Lion and the Jewel by Wole Soyinka:

i. Resistance to change: Baroka represents traditional values, opposing Lakunle's modern ideas.

ii. Gender roles: Traditional views on women’s roles limit their participation in development.

iii. Bride price: The cultural practice of bride price causes conflict between characters and hinders progress.
iv. Misunderstanding between generations: The clash between Baroka and Lakunle highlights generational
divides.

From Dilemma of a Ghost by Ama Ata Aidoo:

i. Cultural misunderstanding: Eulalie struggles to adapt to Ato’s family’s traditions, causing tension.
ii. Gender expectations: Traditional roles restrict Eulalie’s independence and integration.

iii. Superstition: Belief in spirits and rituals creates barriers to acceptance of modern ideas.

iv. Generational conflict: The older generation resists the changes brought by Western education.

5. With reference to two plays read, justify the statement that, "selfishness and misuse of power among
African leaders hinder the achievement of aimed goals in many societies." Use four points from each play.

Answer:

From The Trials of Brother Jero by Wole Soyinka:

i. Brother Jero manipulates his followers for personal gain, reflecting selfish leadership.
ii. Religious leaders misuse their power, diverting resources from societal development.
iii. The gullibility of the people enables exploitation and hinders progress.

iv. The focus on personal benefits prevents meaningful contributions to the community.

From The Government Inspector by N. Gogol:

i. Corrupt officials prioritize their interests over public welfare.

ii. Bribery and mismanagement undermine the efficiency of governance.

iii. The fear of exposure leads to superficial actions rather than genuine reforms.
iv. Public funds are misused for personal luxuries, neglecting societal needs.

6. Discuss the main ideas found in one play of your choice using eight points.

Answer:
From The Lion and the Jewel by Wole Soyinka:
i. Tradition vs modernity: The play explores the clash between traditional and modern values.
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ii. Gender roles: It examines societal expectations placed on men and women.

iii. Power dynamics: Baroka’s manipulation highlights the use of power in maintaining authority.

iv. Education: Lakunle’s modern ideas emphasize the value of education in societal progress.

v. Love and marriage: The conflict over Sidi’s marriage represents differing views on relationships.

vi. Generational conflict: The tension between Baroka and Lakunle reflects generational divides.

vii. Leadership: Baroka’s cunning leadership style highlights the complexities of governance.

viii. Preservation of culture: The play emphasizes the importance of maintaining cultural heritage amidst
modernization.

7. Give four points from each of the two readings of your choice to support the argument that the titles of
novels give the view of what is happening in that particular society.

Answer:

From A Walk in the Night by Alex La Guma:

i. The title reflects the darkness and despair in the lives of marginalized people living under apartheid. For
example, Michael Adonis walks through the streets at night, symbolizing his aimlessness and the struggles
of his community.

ii. The "night" also signifies the lack of hope and opportunities for oppressed individuals in the society.
This is evident in Michael’s reflection on his life: "A man gets nothing from the system but broken
promises."”

iii. The setting of the story in a segregated area highlights the systemic inequalities and racial tensions of
the time.

iv. The title suggests a broader metaphor for societal decay and the shadow of apartheid over the lives of
the oppressed.

From The Old Man and the Medal by Ferdinand Oyono:

i. The title symbolizes the hollow rewards given by colonizers to Africans who serve them loyally. Meka
receives a medal but is treated with contempt, revealing the exploitative nature of colonialism.

ii. The "old man" represents the older generation of Africans who are disillusioned with colonial promises.
Meka's statement, "I served them faithfully, and this is my reward," reflects this sentiment.

iii. The title encapsulates the theme of betrayal, as the medal serves as a token of exploitation rather than
honor.

iv. The story critiques colonial hypocrisy and the emptiness of such rewards in improving the lives of the
African people.

8. Choose two characters from two readings you have done under this section and explain their positive
contributions to their societies using four points each.

Answer:

From Girls at War by Chinua Achebe (Character: Gladys):
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i. Gladys works as a war relief volunteer, highlighting her selflessness in helping those affected by the
Nigerian Civil War.

ii. She uses her position to advocate for the rights and welfare of women and children in conflict zones.
iii. Her courage in navigating the challenges of war zones demonstrates the resilience of women during
times of crisis.

iv. Gladys’s actions reflect the importance of compassion and humanity in addressing societal challenges,
as seen when she says, "We must do what we can, even if it’s little."

From The Old Man and the Medal by Ferdinand Oyono (Character: Meka):

i. Meka symbolizes the resilience of Africans who endured colonial exploitation while maintaining their
dignity.

ii. His experiences highlight the importance of questioning authority and fighting for justice in society.

iii. Meka’s loyalty to his family and community serves as a model for unity and perseverance.

iv. Despite his disillusionment, Meka's reflections encourage his community to challenge colonial
oppression and value their cultural identity.

9. Use two readings to discuss the causes of conflicts between people in society. Use four points from each
reading to support your discussion.

Answer:

From The Lion and the Jewel by Wole Soyinka:

i. Conflict between tradition and modernity arises as Lakunle rejects traditional practices like the bride price,
creating tension with the community.

ii. Generational differences fuel misunderstandings, as Baroka represents the older generation while
Lakunle embodies modern ideals.

iii. Gender roles and expectations cause conflict, particularly in Sidi's decision to embrace traditional values
over Lakunle's progressive ideas.

iv. Power dynamics create rivalry, as Baroka manipulates situations to maintain his influence over the
village and Sidi.

From A Walk in the Night by Alex La Guma:

i. Racial discrimination under apartheid creates social divisions and animosity between different racial
groups.

ii. Economic inequality leads to resentment and crime, as seen in Michael Adonis's struggle to survive.

iii. Miscommunication and mistrust between individuals exacerbate personal conflicts, such as the
altercation between Michael and the elderly man.

iv. The oppressive laws of apartheid foster anger and rebellion, leading to conflicts between the oppressed
and the authorities.

10. Discuss the relevance of the themes of two poems you have read to today’s Tanzanian society.
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Answer:

From If We Must Die by Claude McKay:

i. The theme of resistance against oppression is relevant to Tanzania’s struggles against corruption and
social inequality. McKay writes, "Let us nobly die so that our precious blood may not be shed in vain,"
emphasizing the importance of fighting for justice.

ii. Unity and solidarity resonate with Tanzanian society, as citizens are encouraged to work together to
address challenges like poverty and corruption.

iii. The poem’s call for bravery in adversity inspires Tanzanians to face economic and social hardships with
resilience.

iv. The theme of dignity in death reflects the need for maintaining moral integrity in the face of oppression
or adversity.

From Building the Nation by Henry Barlow:

i. The theme of corruption is highly relevant, as the poem critiques leaders who prioritize personal gain
over public welfare. Barlow writes, "As the Big Man ate, his left hand buried deep in rice,” symbolizing
greed.

ii. Social inequality is highlighted, which remains a challenge in Tanzanian society, particularly in the
distribution of resources.

iii. The poem emphasizes accountability, urging leaders to fulfill their duties honestly and transparently.
iv. It serves as a call to action for citizens to demand better governance and reject corrupt practices.

11. Using two poems you have appreciated under this programme, point out four issues raised from each
of the poems and then show how those issues are relevant to our society today.

Answer:

From If We Must Die by Claude McKay:

i. Oppression: The poem addresses systemic oppression, which remains a concern in the fight for human
rights.

ii. Bravery: It emphasizes courage, inspiring individuals to stand up against injustice in today’s society.
iii. Unity: The call for solidarity is relevant in addressing collective challenges like political instability.

iv. Resistance: The poem advocates resisting tyranny, applicable to combating corruption and abuse of
power in Tanzania.

From Building the Nation by Henry Barlow:

i. Corruption: The poem critiques dishonest leadership, a pressing issue in Tanzanian politics.

ii. Inequality: It highlights disparities between the wealthy elite and the struggling majority, reflecting
Tanzania’s socio-economic challenges.

iii. Misuse of resources: Leaders prioritize personal luxuries over public needs, mirroring current concerns
about mismanagement.

iv. Accountability: The poem urges citizens to hold leaders accountable, a vital step toward societal progress
in Tanzania.
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