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THE UNITED REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA 

NATIONAL EXAMINATIONS COUNCIL OF TANZANIA 

CERTIFICATE OF SECONDARY EDUCATION EXAMINATION 

024                                                          LITERATURE IN ENGLISH 

(For Both School and Private Candidate) 

Time: 3 Hours                                              ANSWERS                Thursday 9th November 2017                                       

Instructions 

1. This paper consists of sections A, B, and C.  

2. Answer all questions in section A and B and two (2) questions from section C 

3. Section A carries sixteen (16) marks, section B carries fifty four (54) marks and section C carries 

thirty (30) marks 

4. All writings must be in blue or black ink. 

5. Communication devices and any unauthorized materials are not allowed in the assessment room. 

6. Write your Assessment Number at the top right hand corner of every page. 
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1. Write brief explanations on each of the following literary terms: 

 

(a) Fiction   

Fiction is a type of literature that describes imaginary events and characters, often created for entertainment, 

education, or reflection. 

 

(b) Film   

A film is a visual narrative work made up of moving images, sounds, and dialogue to tell a story or present 

information. 

 

(c) Stage direction   

Stage direction refers to instructions in a script that guide actors' movements, expressions, and actions, as 

well as details on the setting. 

 

(d) Episode   

An episode is a distinct part of a story or series that can stand alone or contribute to a larger narrative. 

 

(e) Figures of speech   

Figures of speech are literary devices that use language in non-literal or imaginative ways, such as 

metaphors, similes, or hyperboles, to enhance meaning or impact. 

 

(f) Setting   

Setting refers to the time, place, and environment in which the events of a story or play occur. 

 

(g) Tragic comedy   

A tragic comedy is a genre of drama that blends elements of both tragedy and comedy, often presenting 

serious issues in a humorous or satirical manner. 

 

(h) Verse   

Verse refers to writing arranged with a rhythmic structure, often used in poetry. 

 

(i) Scene   

A scene is a subdivision of an act in a play that represents a single setting or event. 

 

(j) Play within a play   

A play within a play is a theatrical device where a secondary play is performed within the main story to 

provide commentary or additional perspectives. 
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2. (a) What are the four major difficulties that students face when appreciating a poem? 

 

Answer:   

i. Understanding figurative language: Students may struggle to interpret metaphors, similes, and other 

figures of speech.   

ii. Grasping the theme: Identifying the central message or underlying meaning can be challenging.   

iii. Analyzing structure: Students often find it difficult to connect the poem's form, rhyme, and rhythm to 

its meaning.   

iv. Deciphering diction: Unfamiliar or archaic language can hinder comprehension. 

 

(b) Distinguish between the following literary terms:   

 

(i) Poem and Poet   

A poem is a written work of literature that expresses emotions, ideas, or stories in rhythmic or structured 

language, while a poet is the author or creator of the poem.   

 

(ii) Verse and Stanza   

A verse is a single line in a poem, whereas a stanza is a group of lines that form a unit within the poem.   

 

(iii) Rhyme and Rhythm   

Rhyme refers to the repetition of similar sounds at the ends of lines, while rhythm is the patterned flow of 

syllables or beats in a line.   

 

(iv) Narrative poem and Deductive poem   

A narrative poem tells a story with characters and events, while a deductive poem develops a theme or idea 

systematically, often leading to a conclusion.   

 

(v) Theme and Message   

The theme is the central idea or subject of a literary work, while the message is the specific lesson or 

takeaway the author conveys to the reader.   

 

 

 

3. Account for features of play/drama which make it different from other genres of literature. 

 

Answer:   

i. Dialogue: Plays rely on spoken words between characters to advance the story.   

ii. Performance: Dramas are intended for live performance on stage, making audience interaction an integral 

part.   

iii. Stage directions: Unique to drama, stage directions guide the physical actions and emotions of characters.   

iv. Division into acts and scenes: Plays are structured into acts and scenes to organize the narrative and 

allow for changes in setting or time.   
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4. With reference to two readings, discuss the contention that "Modern education and Western civilization 

are the causes of the African youths’ doing away with the culture of their ancestors." (Use four points from 

each reading to support your argument.) 

 

Answer:   

 

From The Lion and the Jewel by Wole Soyinka:   

i. Lakunle’s Western education leads him to reject traditional customs like the bride price, viewing them as 

backward.   

ii. His modern views conflict with the community’s values, causing generational tension.   

iii. Baroka represents the preservation of tradition, highlighting the divide created by Western influences.   

iv. Sidi’s rejection of Lakunle symbolizes the resistance to abandoning cultural practices.   

 

From The Dilemma of a Ghost by Ama Ata Aidoo:   

i. Ato’s Western education alienates him from his family’s traditions and expectations.   

ii. Eulalie’s inability to adapt to African customs highlights the cultural clash brought about by Western 

influences.   

iii. Ato’s mother’s disapproval of Eulalie’s behavior reflects the tension between modernity and tradition.   

iv. The generational divide shows how Western education disrupts familial and societal cohesion.   

 

 

 

5. Explain how corruption is a problem that hinders development in many African societies with reference 

to two plays under this section. (Use four points from each reading.) 

 

Answer:   

 

From The Trials of Brother Jero by Wole Soyinka:   

i. Brother Jero exploits his followers’ faith for personal gain, representing religious corruption.   

ii. Corrupt leadership in the play reflects the misuse of power for selfish ends.   

iii. The lack of accountability prevents meaningful progress in the community.   

iv. The play critiques societal gullibility, which enables corrupt leaders to thrive.   

 

From The Government Inspector by N. Gogol:   

i. The officials in the play are driven by greed, accepting bribes and neglecting public service.   

ii. The fear of exposure leads to inefficiency and superficial governance.   

iii. The townspeople suffer as resources meant for development are misused.   

iv. Corruption creates a culture of fear and mistrust, hindering collective progress.   
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6. Using two plays, discuss the argument that "literature is the product of the society." (Use four points 

from each reading.) 

 

Answer:   

 

From The Lion and the Jewel by Wole Soyinka:   

i. The play reflects the societal tension between tradition and modernity.   

ii. It portrays the roles and expectations of women, mirroring societal norms.   

iii. Baroka’s leadership represents the value placed on wisdom and cunning in traditional African societies.   

iv. The community’s resistance to change reflects the preservation of cultural heritage.   

 

From The Dilemma of a Ghost by Ama Ata Aidoo:   

i. The play highlights the cultural conflicts between Western and African values.   

ii. It explores familial expectations and generational divides, which are common societal issues.   

iii. The characters’ struggles with identity reflect the impact of colonization on African societies.   

iv. The tension between Ato and Eulalie demonstrates how societal norms influence personal relationships.   

 

 

7. Using The Concubine, discuss how love for Ihuoma who was possessed by the Sea King could bring 

misfortunes in life. Use eight points to support your discussion. 

 

Answer:   

 

i. Ekwueme’s love for Ihuoma leads to his death because of the curse tied to her by the Sea King.   

ii. Any man who marries Ihuoma suffers misfortune, as seen with her first husband, Emenike, who dies 

mysteriously after an argument.   

iii. The community perceives Ihuoma as cursed, making her relationships socially challenging and isolating 

her.   

iv. Ihuoma’s beauty and virtues attract suitors, but her supernatural ties bring them tragedy, highlighting 

the conflict between human love and spiritual forces.   

v. The Sea King’s jealousy ensures that Ihuoma remains unattainable, symbolizing the clash between 

tradition and personal desire.   

vi. Traditional beliefs and fear of supernatural forces prevent potential suitors from pursuing Ihuoma, 

isolating her further.   

vii. Ihuoma herself suffers emotional pain from losing her loved ones to the curse, showing the collateral 

damage of spiritual interference.   

viii. The tragic fates of her suitors serve as a warning about the consequences of defying traditional beliefs, 

reflecting the societal emphasis on spiritual harmony.   
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8. The coming of the white man to Africa has been the source of poverty and crimes. Assess the validity of 

this statement with evidence from two readings. Use four points from each reading. 

 

Answer:   

 

From Houseboy by Ferdinand Oyono:   

i. Colonial exploitation of African labor leads to poverty, as seen through Toundi’s servitude under the 

French colonialists.   

ii. The colonial system dehumanizes Africans, treating them as inferior, which fosters resentment and crime 

as forms of resistance.   

iii. The imposed colonial legal system punishes Africans unfairly, perpetuating inequality and fostering 

unrest.   

iv. The disruption of traditional African economies by colonial policies leaves many communities 

impoverished and reliant on the colonial government.   

 

From A Walk in the Night by Alex La Guma:   

i. The introduction of apartheid laws by white rulers creates systemic poverty and marginalization for non-

white communities.   

ii. The lack of economic opportunities forces characters like Michael Adonis into criminal activities as a 

means of survival.   

iii. Segregation and racial discrimination exacerbate social tensions, leading to acts of defiance and crime.   

iv. The loss of cultural identity under colonial rule fosters a sense of hopelessness, driving individuals to 

desperate measures.   

 

 

9. Explain how people benefit from reading literary works by using two novels under the reading 

programme. Use four points from each reading. 

 

Answer:   

 

From The Old Man and the Medal by Ferdinand Oyono:   

i. Readers gain insight into the struggles of colonial subjects, fostering empathy for the oppressed.   

ii. The novel critiques colonial hypocrisy, encouraging readers to question unjust systems of power.   

iii. Meka’s experiences teach the importance of cultural identity and resistance against exploitation.   

iv. The story highlights the resilience of African communities, inspiring readers to value perseverance.   

 

From Girls at War by Chinua Achebe:   

i. The stories explore the impact of war on ordinary people, providing a deeper understanding of human 

resilience.   

ii. Achebe’s portrayal of women’s roles in wartime challenges traditional gender stereotypes, inspiring 

empowerment.   

iii. The collection emphasizes the importance of unity and cooperation in overcoming societal challenges.   
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iv. By presenting the complexities of human relationships during crises, the stories encourage readers to 

value compassion and solidarity.   

 

 

 

10. Read the following poem and then answer the questions that follow:   

 

IF WE MUST DIE By Claude McKay 

 

If we must die - let it be not like hogs   

Hunted and penned in an inglorious spot,   

While round us bark the mad and hungry dogs,   

Making their mock at our accursed lot.   

If we must die - oh let us nobly die   

So that our precious blood may not be shed   

In vain: then even the monsters we defy   

Shall be constrained to honor us though dead!   

Oh Kinsmen! We must meet the common foe;   

Though far outnumbered, let us show our bravery   

And for their thousand blows one deathblow!   

What though before us lies the open grave?   

Like men we’ll face the murderous, cowardly pack,   

Pressed to the wall, dying but fighting back!   

 

(a) What is the poem about?   

The poem is about the importance of fighting courageously and dying honorably in the face of oppression 

and adversity. It calls for resistance against injustice and emphasizes bravery, even in the face of death.   

 

(b) What type of poem is this? Why?   

The poem is a sonnet because it consists of 14 lines written in iambic pentameter and follows a formal 

rhyme scheme (ABAB CDCD EFEF GG).   

 

(c) Identify four poetic devices used in the poem.   

i. Metaphor: The oppressors are compared to "mad and hungry dogs," symbolizing their brutality.   

ii. Alliteration: The repetition of consonant sounds, such as "making their mock" and "murderous, cowardly 

pack," creates rhythm.   

iii. Imagery: Vivid descriptions, such as "pressed to the wall, dying but fighting back," evoke strong visual 

and emotional responses.   

iv. Personification: Death is personified as "one deathblow," giving it a human-like quality.   

 

(d) What four things do you learn from this poem?   

i. Bravery and courage are essential, even in the face of inevitable defeat.   

ii. Dying with dignity is better than living in submission.   
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iii. Unity among the oppressed is a powerful tool against oppression.   

iv. Resisting injustice, even against overwhelming odds, is a noble cause.   

 

(e) Mention four themes found in the poem.   

i. Courage and bravery.   

ii. Resistance against oppression.   

iii. Unity and solidarity.   

iv. Death and honor.   

 

(f) Briefly explain how relevant the poem is to the Tanzanian society.   

The poem is relevant to Tanzanian society as it reflects the struggles for justice and freedom against 

historical colonial oppression. It also resonates with current issues like social inequality and the need for 

courage and unity to overcome challenges, such as corruption and societal injustices.   

 

 

11. Poems, like other literary genres, have a message to deliver using literary devices. Discuss this argument 

using two poems studied under this section. 

 

Answer:   

 

From Building the Nation by Henry Barlow:   

i. Irony: The poem uses irony to highlight the disparity between leaders and the common people, showing 

how leaders prioritize themselves over nation-building.   

ii. Imagery: Descriptions like "his left hand buried deep in rice" illustrate corruption and inequality.   

iii. Repetition: The phrase "building the nation" is repeated to emphasize the false promises of leadership.   

iv. Tone: The sarcastic tone critiques societal flaws, effectively delivering its message of injustice.   

 

From Song of Lawino by Okot p’Bitek:   

i. Symbolism: Symbols like "the cooking pots are all broken" represent the erosion of cultural values.   

ii. Metaphor: The "bitter tongue" highlights the effects of cultural alienation.   

iii. Free verse: The lack of strict structure reflects African oral traditions, making the poem relatable.   

iv. Contrast: The poem contrasts traditional African values with Western influences, emphasizing the 

importance of preserving cultural identity.   

 

 

12. Use two poems to examine how poetry is a powerful means of warning people about the evils which 

are happening in societies. 

 

Answer:   

 

From If We Must Die by Claude McKay:   

i. The poem warns against the evils of oppression and injustice, urging people to fight back courageously.   
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ii. It highlights the brutality of oppressors, likening them to "mad and hungry dogs," to create awareness of 

the dangers of submission.   

iii. It calls for unity and solidarity among the oppressed to combat societal evils.   

iv. The message emphasizes the importance of resisting tyranny to protect dignity and freedom.   

 

From Building the Nation by Henry Barlow:   

i. The poem critiques the greed and selfishness of leaders, warning against the dangers of corruption.   

ii. It exposes the disparity between the privileged few and the struggling majority, calling for accountability 

in governance.   

iii. The sarcastic tone serves as a warning to citizens to demand better leadership.   

iv. By addressing systemic flaws, the poem encourages individuals to recognize and resist societal evils.   

 


