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THE UNITED REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA 

NATIONAL EXAMINATIONS COUNCIL OF TANZANIA 

CERTIFICATE OF SECONDARY EDUCATION EXAMINATION 

024                                                          LITERATURE IN ENGLISH 

(For Both School and Private Candidate) 

Time: 3 Hours                                              ANSWERS               Tuesday 13rd November 2018                                     

Instructions 

1. This paper consists of sections A, B, and C.  

2. Answer all questions in section A and B and two (2) questions from section C 

3. Section A carries sixteen (16) marks, section B carries fifty four (54) marks and section C carries 

thirty (30) marks 

4. All writings must be in blue or black ink. 

5. Communication devices and any unauthorized materials are not allowed in the assessment room. 

6. Write your Assessment Number at the top right hand corner of every page. 
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1. Write brief explanations on the following literary concepts: 

 

(i) Conflict   

Conflict is a struggle or opposition between two forces, which can be internal (within a character) or 

external (between characters or with society).   

 

(ii) Myth   

A myth is a traditional story that explains natural phenomena, cultural beliefs, or the origins of the world, 

often involving gods or supernatural beings.   

 

(iii) Stage direction   

Stage direction refers to instructions in a play's script that describe the movement, actions, or emotions of 

characters, as well as the setting of scenes.   

 

(iv) Dramatic monologue   

A dramatic monologue is a poem or speech in which a single character speaks to a silent listener, revealing 

their thoughts, feelings, or story.   

 

(v) Modern poetry   

Modern poetry refers to poetry written in the 20th century and beyond, often characterized by free verse, 

experimental styles, and themes of individualism and societal critique.   

 

(vi) Diction   

Diction refers to the choice of words and style of expression used by a writer or speaker, which influences 

tone and meaning.   

 

(vii) Climax   

The climax is the point of highest tension in a story, where the main conflict reaches its peak and a resolution 

begins to unfold.   

 

(viii) Euphemism   

Euphemism is the use of a mild or indirect word or expression to replace one that is harsh, blunt, or offensive, 

such as "passed away" for "died."   

 

(ix) Character   

A character is a person, animal, or entity in a literary work who takes part in the narrative and drives the 

story forward.   

 

(x) Symbol   

A symbol is an object, figure, or event used in literature to represent an abstract idea or concept beyond its 

literal meaning.   
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2. Using your own life experience, show how literature and language cannot be separated.   

 

Answer: Literature relies on language as a medium of expression, and language gives literature its form and 

meaning. For example, in storytelling, language conveys emotions, setting, and themes that connect readers 

to the narrative. In my experience, reading literature in Kiswahili and English has helped me understand 

cultural differences and appreciate how language shapes meaning.   

 

 

3. (a) What is drama?   

Drama is a form of literature that is written to be performed by actors on stage, using dialogue and actions 

to convey a story.   

 

(b) Outline six features of drama.   

 

(i) Dialogue: Conversations between characters.   

(ii) Acts and scenes: Divisions in the structure of a play.   

(iii) Characters: The individuals in the story.   

(iv) Plot: The sequence of events that make up the story.   

(v) Stage directions: Instructions for movement, actions, or emotions.   

(vi) Conflict: The struggle that drives the narrative.   

 

(c) Differentiate the following dramatic terms:   

(i) Act and scene: An act is a major division of a play, while a scene is a smaller subdivision within an act.   

(ii) Comedy and tragedy: Comedy focuses on humorous and uplifting themes, often ending happily, while 

tragedy explores serious and sorrowful themes, typically ending with misfortune or death.   

 

 

4. With reference to any two plays you have read under this section, use four points from each to outline 

the role of literature in our society. 

 

Answer:   

From The Lion and the Jewel by Wole Soyinka:   

(i) Literature reflects cultural values, as seen in the portrayal of Yoruba traditions like marriage and 

leadership.   

(ii) It critiques societal changes, highlighting conflicts between tradition and modernity.   

(iii) It educates about the importance of preserving heritage in the face of globalization.   

(iv) It entertains through humor and engaging dialogue between characters like Baroka and Lakunle.   

 

From The Trials of Brother Jero by Wole Soyinka:   

(i) Literature exposes societal corruption, as seen in Brother Jero’s exploitation of his followers.   

(ii) It satirizes political and religious hypocrisy, encouraging critical thinking.   

(iii) It promotes self-awareness by showing the consequences of gullibility.   

(iv) It provides entertainment while addressing serious issues, blending humor with moral lessons.   
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5. Use two plays read with four points each to support the view that "whatever women strive for, male 

dominance and the environment they live in cause challenges for them." 

 

Answer:   

From The Lion and the Jewel by Wole Soyinka:   

(i) Sidi’s beauty is objectified by both Lakunle and Baroka, showing how men dominate women’s choices.   

(ii) Baroka’s manipulation reflects how male authority controls women’s lives in traditional societies.   

(iii) Lakunle’s modern ideas about gender equality are superficial, as he ultimately seeks to control Sidi.   

(iv) The societal expectation for women to marry and submit limits their opportunities for self-

determination.   

 

From The Dilemma of a Ghost by Christina Ama Ata Aidoo:   

(i) Eulalie faces rejection from Ato’s family, showing how societal norms constrain women’s roles.   

(ii) Ato’s inability to defend Eulalie reflects male dominance and the lack of support for women.   

(iii) The cultural clash between Eulalie and Ato’s family highlights the challenges women face in adapting 

to new environments.   

(iv) The expectation for Eulalie to conform to African traditions limits her individuality and agency.   

 

6. With reference to two plays, discuss the view that "exploitation and oppression co-exist as factors which 

hinder development in many societies in the third world countries." Use four points from each reading. 

 

Answer:   

 

From The Trials of Brother Jero by Wole Soyinka:   

(i) Brother Jero exploits his followers’ faith for personal gain, reflecting societal corruption.   

(ii) Religious manipulation prevents people from addressing real social and economic issues.   

(iii) Political oppression is critiqued, showing how leaders fail to support development.   

(iv) The play highlights the impact of dishonesty on societal progress.   

 

From The Dilemma of a Ghost by Christina Ama Ata Aidoo:   

(i) Eulalie’s isolation reflects the oppression of women in patriarchal societies.   

(ii) The exploitation of cultural misunderstandings prevents unity and progress in families.   

(iii) The play critiques the lack of mutual understanding, which hinders personal and collective development.   

(iv) Ato’s failure to bridge the gap between modern and traditional values reflects the challenges of societal 

growth.   

7. Giving eight points, use The Concubine to show how traditional beliefs have a strong uniting effect on 

people’s lives. 

 

Answer: 

 

i. Traditional beliefs create a sense of community. In The Concubine, the villagers come together during 

communal ceremonies, such as sacrifices to appease the gods, strengthening social bonds. 
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ii. They guide moral conduct. The belief in curses and ancestral spirits ensures that people behave morally 

and respect societal norms, as seen when Ihuoma is blamed for her husbands' deaths due to a supposed 

curse. 

 

iii. They maintain harmony. The villagers adhere to traditional conflict resolution methods, such as 

consulting the village priest, Ezeulu, to avoid open disputes. 

 

iv. Traditional beliefs provide explanations for misfortune. When Ihuoma's relationships fail due to the 

curse of the sea god, the community interprets it as a divine punishment, creating a shared understanding 

of events. 

 

v. They foster respect for elders. Elders in the village are seen as custodians of wisdom and tradition, and 

their advice is often sought, as shown when Ezeulu advises Ekwueme about his relationship with Ihuoma. 

 

vi. They ensure collective responsibility. The villagers work together to protect and uphold their traditions, 

which is evident in their efforts to perform rituals for the community's well-being. 

 

vii. Traditional beliefs preserve cultural identity. The community's adherence to traditional rituals and 

beliefs helps them retain their cultural heritage, even in changing times. 

 

viii. They offer emotional support. In times of tragedy, such as when Ihuoma loses her husbands, the 

community provides support by interpreting events through the lens of tradition, offering solace to the 

grieving. 

 

8. Using two readings read under this section with four points from each, pick two female characters (one 

from each reading) and then evaluate the message one gets from them. 

 

Answer: 

 

From Houseboy by Ferdinand Oyono (Character: Toundi’s foster mother): 

i. Her care for Toundi reflects the resilience and compassion of African women in oppressive systems.   

ii. She demonstrates strength in maintaining her dignity despite the challenges of colonial exploitation.   

iii. Her character emphasizes the importance of nurturing relationships as a form of resistance against 

dehumanization.   

iv. She symbolizes the role of women in preserving cultural values amidst external oppression.   

Message: Women’s strength and compassion are crucial in maintaining societal harmony and resisting 

oppression. 

 

From The Concubine by Elechi Amadi (Character: Ihuoma): 

i. Ihuoma’s patience and composure reflect the virtues expected of women in traditional African societies.   

ii. Despite the tragedies she faces, she maintains her dignity, showing resilience in the face of adversity.   

iii. Her belief in tradition demonstrates the influence of cultural norms on women’s roles.   
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iv. Her relationships with others reveal the societal expectations placed on women and the sacrifices they 

make.   

Message: Women are often the backbone of their communities, bearing burdens silently while upholding 

tradition and dignity. 

 

9. Use two novels or short stories read with four points from each to discuss how women are vulnerable 

victims of injustices that prevail in the society. 

 

Answer: 

 

From A Walk in the Night by Alex La Guma: 

i. Women are victims of domestic violence, as seen through the struggles of the unnamed female characters 

in impoverished neighborhoods.   

ii. Economic injustices force women into exploitative labor, highlighting gender inequalities in employment.   

iii. Racial discrimination disproportionately affects women in segregated societies, limiting their access to 

opportunities.   

iv. Women endure emotional abuse and neglect in male-dominated environments, reflecting societal 

patriarchy.   

Message: Women’s vulnerabilities stem from systemic injustices, including poverty, racism, and patriarchy. 

 

From The Old Man and the Medal by Ferdinand Oyono: 

i. Women face discrimination in colonial systems, where their roles are marginalized and undervalued.   

ii. Traditional beliefs sometimes place undue blame on women for misfortunes, as seen in Meka’s wife 

being sidelined in discussions of family honor.   

iii. Women’s voices are often excluded in decision-making processes, reflecting their lack of agency in 

patriarchal systems.   

iv. They endure emotional suffering as they navigate cultural expectations and colonial oppression.   

Message: Women’s vulnerabilities are compounded by the intersection of colonial exploitation and 

patriarchal traditions. 

 

10. Poetic devices enhance the poets to send the message successfully to the public. Use two poems you 

have read under this course with four points each to support your answer. 

 

Answer: 

 

From Building the Nation by Henry Barlow:   

i. Irony: The speaker uses irony to highlight the hypocrisy of the government: "As the Big Man ate, his left 

hand buried deep in rice."   

ii. Imagery: Vivid descriptions of food and contrasting emotions effectively convey the theme of inequality.   

iii. Repetition: The phrase "building the nation" is repeated ironically, emphasizing the disconnect between 

rhetoric and action.   

iv. Tone: The sarcastic tone underscores the speaker’s criticism of leaders who prioritize themselves over 

public welfare.   
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From Song of Lawino by Okot p’Bitek:   

i. Symbolism: The poem uses symbols like "the bitter tongue" to depict the erosion of African traditions: 

"My husband’s tongue is bitter like the roots of the lion’s tail."   

ii. Metaphor: Metaphors such as "cooking pots are all broken" illustrate the decay of cultural identity.   

iii. Free verse: The lack of strict structure mirrors oral traditions, making the poem relatable to its audience.   

iv. Alliteration: The use of alliteration creates rhythm and emphasizes key ideas: "Preserve the pride of the 

people." 

 

 

11. Differentiate between lyrics and sonnets. Give four points on each. 

 

Answer: 

 

Lyrics:   

i. Lyrics are a form of poetry written to be accompanied by music.   

ii. They are often emotional and expressive, focusing on personal feelings or experiences.   

iii. They can vary in length and structure, depending on the song's purpose.   

iv. Lyrics are written in free verse or irregular patterns to match the musical composition.   

 

Sonnets:   

i. Sonnets are structured poems consisting of 14 lines.   

ii. They typically follow a specific rhyme scheme, such as ABAB CDCD EFEF GG (Shakespearean sonnet).   

iii. Sonnets explore themes like love, mortality, and beauty in a reflective tone.   

iv. Sonnets are divided into quatrains and a concluding couplet or an octave and sestet (Petrarchan sonnet).   

 

 

12. Read the following poem and then answer the questions that follow:   

 

Front line   

Where manhood and consciousness is tested   

The only place to bury persecutions and burden of ages   

 

The only place for declare names immortal   

Trust me brother you will not be alone there.   

 

Front line   

Where man will make his own lightning thunder   

Where the enemy will fall and never to rise   

Brother truly my shadow will be next to yours.   

Front line   

I know it is bitter but I like it   

I like it particularly because it is bitter   
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I like it because it is where I belong   

For out of bitterness comes equality, freedom and peace   

 

I will be in the front-line when the roll is called.   

Front line valleys and plains of events and history.   

 

Questions:   

 

(i) What is the poem about?   

Answer: The poem is about the courage and commitment required to fight against oppression, inequality, 

and injustice. It portrays the front line as a place where individuals sacrifice for freedom, peace, and equality.   

 

(ii) How many stanzas are in this poem?   

Answer: The poem consists of five stanzas.   

 

(iii) What is the tone of the poem?   

Answer: The tone of the poem is determined and resolute, reflecting the speaker’s unwavering commitment 

to justice and equality.   

 

(iv) Who is speaking in the poem?   

Answer: The speaker is an individual advocating for courage and solidarity in the fight against oppression.   

 

(v) Identify the major possible themes found in this poem.   

Answer:   

a. Sacrifice for freedom: "I like it because it is where I belong."   

b. Solidarity and unity: "Brother truly my shadow will be next to yours."   

c. Struggle against oppression: "The only place to bury persecutions and burden of ages."   

d. Equality and justice: "For out of bitterness comes equality, freedom and peace."   

 

(vi) What technique has the poet used in this poem?   

Answer: The poet uses repetition ("Front line"), symbolism ("lightning thunder" to signify power and 

determination), and imagery ("valleys and plains of events and history") to evoke strong emotions and 

emphasize the themes.   

 

(vii) Show the relevance of the themes portrayed in this poem to your society.   

Answer: The themes of sacrifice, unity, and the fight for justice are relevant as they inspire individuals to 

stand together against corruption, inequality, and other societal challenges, fostering a more just and 

equitable society.   

 

(viii) What message do you get from this poem?   

Answer: The poem conveys the message that standing on the front line, despite its challenges, is essential 

for achieving justice, equality, and peace. It emphasizes the importance of courage, unity, and determination 

in overcoming oppression.   


