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Instructions 

1. This paper consists of sections A, B, and C.  

2. Answer all questions in section A and B and two (2) questions from section C 

3. Section A carries sixteen (16) marks, section B carries fifty four (54) marks and section C carries 

thirty (30) marks 

4. All writings must be in blue or black ink. 

5. Communication devices and any unauthorized materials are not allowed in the assessment room. 

6. Write your Assessment Number at the top right hand corner of every page. 
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1. For each of the items (i)–(x), choose the correct answer from among the given alternatives and write its 

letter beside the item number in the answer booklet provided. 

 

(i) The term that expresses a situation whereby non-humans (animates and inanimates) are given human 

qualities is called   

A. Imagery   

B. Hyperbole   

C. Personification   

D. Fable   

E. Myth   

 

Answer: C. Personification   

 

(ii) If you read a play and become sad, what type of drama would you have read?   

A. Soliloquy   

B. Comedy   

C. Play   

D. Melodrama   

E. Tragedy   

 

Answer: E. Tragedy   

 

(iii) The following expressions represent some aspects of the functions of literature except   

A. Educating   

B. Criticising   

C. Rectifying   

D. Expansion   

E. Recreation   

 

Answer: C. Rectifying   

 

(iv) Which of the following describes a legend?   

A. A story with an unknown author originally passed from one generation to another.   

B. A story told to teach a moral lesson where characters are animals.   

C. A story about memorable events and heroic deeds of people in a community.   

D. A story that explains the origin of cultural groups or phenomena of the universe.   

E. A story with monsters as characters.   

 

Answer: A. A story with an unknown author originally passed from one generation to another.   

 

(v) Which of the following expressions best distinguish the features of tragedy?   

A. Antagonistic characters fail   

B. All characters die   
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C. The main character must be an animal   

D. The main character is the hero   

E. Unhappy ending   

 

Answer: E. Unhappy ending   

 

(vi) A technique that is used to plot the events in a story where the last event may be at the beginning is 

called   

A. Mixed order   

B. Flashback   

C. Narrative style   

D. Foreshadowing style   

E. First person point of view   

 

Answer: B. Flashback   

 

 

2. Match the descriptions in List A with the corresponding type of character in List B by writing the letter 

of the correct response beside the item number in the answer booklet provided. 

 

List A: 

(i) A person in a work of art with different qualities or behavior.   

(ii) A person in a work of art who never changes his perspective or values.   

(iii) A person in a work of art who changes his perspective or values.   

(iv) A person in a work of art who has only one or two qualities.   

(v) A person in a work of art whose role is to help to understand the main character. 

 

List B: 

A. Dynamic character   

B. Heroic character   

C. Flat character   

D. Round character   

E. Static character   

F. Subordinate character   

G. Background character   

 

Answers: 

(i) D. Round character   

(ii) E. Static character   

(iii) A. Dynamic character   

(iv) C. Flat character   

(v) F. Subordinate character   
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3. Briefly explain the differences between the following literary terms:   

 

(a) Novel and Novella.   

- A novel is a long narrative work of fiction, while a novella is a shorter narrative work, longer than a short 

story but shorter than a novel.   

 

(b) Flashback and Foreshadowing.   

- Flashback is a technique where past events are narrated, while foreshadowing is the use of hints or clues 

to suggest future events in a story.   

 

(c) Character and Characterisation.   

- A character is a person, animal, or being in a story, while characterisation is the process used by a writer 

to develop and present a character.   

(d) Poem and Poetry.   

- A poem is a single literary piece that uses rhythmic and figurative language, while poetry is the broader 

art form that includes the composition of poems.   

(e) Irony and Satire.   

- Irony involves the use of words to express the opposite of their literal meaning, while satire uses humor, 

irony, or ridicule to criticize or mock social or political issues.   

 

 

4. Read the following poem and answer the questions that follow: 

 

NOZIZWE 

 

You were to be the centre of our dream   

To give life to all that is abandoned.   

You were to heal the wound   

To restore the bones that were broken   

But you betrayed us!   

You chose a lover from the enemy   

You paraded him before us like a sin,   

You led your clans to the gallows.   

You shouted our secrets before the little strangers   

You mocked the sacred heads of our elders   

You parleyed their grey hair before the children   

Their lips that hold the ancient truths were sealed.   

By their sunken eyes your body was cursed   

The moving river shall swallow it!   

 

Questions: 

 

(a) Why was the expectation of being "the centre of our dream" so important to the people in the poem?   
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Answer: The expectation was important because Nozizwe was seen as a symbol of hope and restoration for 

the community, entrusted with bringing healing and unity.   

 

(b) How did the person in the poem betray his people?   

Answer: Nozizwe betrayed the people by choosing an enemy as a lover, exposing their secrets, mocking 

the elders, and bringing shame to her community.   

 

(c) In what ways did the person in the poem disrespect the elders?   

Answer: She mocked the sacred heads of the elders, paraded their wisdom before children, and silenced 

their truths, showing disregard for their authority and cultural values.   

 

(d) Find a pair of words in verse 5 which alliterate; briefly explain why they alliterate.   

Answer: The pair of words is "bones" and "broken." They alliterate because they begin with the same 

consonant sound, creating a rhythmic and emphatic effect.   

 

(e) Briefly explain how relevant the poem is to the Tanzanian society.   

Answer: The poem is relevant as it highlights issues such as betrayal, disrespect for traditions, and the 

consequences of aligning with adversaries, which resonate with societal challenges in Tanzania.   

 

 

5. With examples, differentiate the following literary terms:   

 

(a) Sarcasm and Satire.   

- Sarcasm uses sharp and mocking remarks to ridicule, while satire uses humor, irony, or exaggeration to 

critique societal issues.   

 

(b) Paradox and Irony.   

- A paradox is a statement that contradicts itself yet contains a truth, while irony presents a contrast between 

expectations and reality.   

 

(c) Tone and Mood.   

- Tone refers to the writer's attitude toward the subject, while mood is the emotional atmosphere experienced 

by the reader.   

 

(d) Poet and Persona.   

- A poet is the author of a poem, while a persona is the voice or character speaking in the poem.   

 

(e) Linking and Parallelism.   

- Linking connects ideas or words in a sentence, while parallelism uses similar structures in writing to create 

rhythm and balance.   
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6. Which literary term is being described by each of the following characteristics:   

 

(a) Andunje is the shortest student in the class but her headmaster calls her the tallest.   

Answer: Irony.   

 

(b) Last night, my grandmother told me a short story about a rabbit and a hyena. She told me the story 

teaches that I should not be greedy.   

Answer: Fable.   

 

(c) Our literature teacher narrated a story to us about a person who first got married in 2000, died in 2015 

and was born in 1970.   

Answer: Flashback.   

 

(d) Assume you are writing a story in form of a dialogue. What name will people call you once you complete 

writing your story?   

Answer: Playwright.   

 

(e) You and your friends were watching a performance. At the end of the performance you erupted with 

laughing and became very happy.   

Answer: Comedy.   

 

 

7. If you were given a chance to advise two main characters from any two novels read under this programme, 

what advice would you give for their betterment in life? Give three points from each novel. 

 

Answer: 

 

From Houseboy by Ferdinand Oyono:   

(i) Embrace your cultural identity. Toundi’s desire to assimilate into the colonial system leads to his 

exploitation and eventual death. He should understand that his identity and dignity are not defined by 

colonial masters. For instance, Toundi writes, "White men never speak to us as equals, but I thought Father 

Gilbert was different." This highlights his misplaced faith in colonial fairness.   

(ii) Seek education and empowerment. Toundi should focus on acquiring knowledge and skills to liberate 

himself and uplift his community, rather than depending on colonial institutions for acceptance.   

(iii) Expose injustice and fight for your rights. Toundi experiences racial discrimination and inhumane 

treatment, but he remains silent. He could have sought justice by documenting and exposing the atrocities 

of the colonial system, as hinted in his diary: "What would happen if someone outside read these lines?" 

 

From A Walk in the Night by Alex La Guma:   

(i) Avoid crime and choose lawful paths. Michael Adonis turns to violence and crime as a response to 

systemic oppression. He should seek legal ways to address injustices, such as community organizing. His 

confrontation with a gang member shows how crime escalates violence, leading to more harm.   
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(ii) Foster supportive relationships. Michael isolates himself in a hostile society. Building connections with 

like-minded individuals could have provided him with the emotional and practical support he needed.   

(iii) Advocate for social justice. Michael’s story reflects the broader plight of marginalized communities. 

He could use his experiences to campaign for equality and inspire societal change. 

 

 

8. How does hypocrisy hinder Africans in their efforts to build a good future? Give three points from each 

of the two novels you have read under this programme. 

 

Answer: 

 

From The Old Man and the Medal by Ferdinand Oyono:   

(i) Colonial hypocrisy alienates Africans. The colonial government praises Meka for his loyalty but 

humiliates him at the medal ceremony, revealing the insincerity of their intentions. Meka reflects, "They 

only wanted to use me as a decoration."   

(ii) False promises discourage participation. Colonizers claim to include Africans in governance, yet they 

treat them as inferior. This hypocrisy dissuades people like Meka from engaging in societal development.   

(iii) Discrimination fosters resentment. Meka’s experience highlights how hypocritical practices prevent 

unity and mutual progress between the colonizers and the colonized. 

 

From The Concubine by Elechi Amadi:   

(i) Hypocrisy in gender roles limits progress. Ihuoma is praised for her beauty and virtues, yet societal 

norms blame her for the deaths of her husbands, demonstrating the community’s double standards.   

(ii) Superstitions prevent rational solutions. The villagers believe that Ihuoma’s misfortunes are caused by 

a spiritual curse, rather than addressing societal issues like patriarchal oppression.   

(iii) Blind adherence to tradition creates stagnation. While tradition is valued, its rigid interpretation 

prevents the community from evolving to meet new challenges. 

 

 

9. In three points show how form is helpful in giving out the message intended. Support your answers with 

two poems. 

 

Answer: 

 

From Building the Nation by Henry Barlow:   

(i) Irony emphasizes inequality. The speaker contrasts his meager meal with the lavish feast of a government 

official, highlighting corruption and hypocrisy: "As the Big Man ate, his left hand buried deep in rice."   

(ii) Simple structure enhances accessibility. The use of conversational language ensures the poem’s 

message about systemic corruption is easily understood by a wide audience.   

(iii) Repetition reinforces criticism. The phrase "building the nation" is repeated ironically to underscore 

the failure of leaders to serve the people effectively. 

 

From Song of Lawino by Okot p’Bitek:   
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(i) Free verse reflects oral traditions. The lack of strict structure mirrors African storytelling, making the 

poem relatable to its audience: "My husband’s tongue is bitter / Like the roots of the lion’s tail."   

(ii) Symbolism highlights cultural erosion. The poem uses the metaphor of a "bitter tongue" to show the 

effects of Westernization on African identity.   

(iii) Imagery evokes emotional responses. Vivid descriptions of cultural loss create a powerful connection 

with the reader, as seen in the line: "The cooking pots are all broken." 

 

 

10. "Misunderstandings in several African societies were as a result of the introduction of new ideas brought 

about by education." By using the plays The Lion and the Jewel by Wole Soyinka and The Dilemma of a 

Ghost by Christina Ama Ata Aidoo, support the statement with three points from each reading. 

 

Answer: 

 

From The Lion and the Jewel by Wole Soyinka:   

(i) Conflict between tradition and modernity. Lakunle’s Western education causes him to reject traditional 

practices, such as paying the bride price: "To pay the price would be to buy a heifer off the market."   

(ii) Misunderstanding of cultural values. Lakunle views Baroka’s traditional ways as backward, creating 

tension between them. This reflects the alienation caused by his education.   

(iii) Gender roles as a point of contention. Lakunle’s ideas about women’s equality conflict with Sidi’s 

acceptance of traditional gender roles, leading to her rejection of him. 

 

From The Dilemma of a Ghost by Christina Ama Ata Aidoo:   

(i) Cultural differences cause marital strife. Ato’s Western-educated wife, Eulalie, struggles to adapt to his 

family’s expectations, creating misunderstandings: "I didn’t ask for any bush fowl eggs!"   

(ii) Generational conflict arises from education. Ato’s family feels disconnected from his Westernized 

behavior, reflecting the gap between traditional and modern values.   

(iii) Resistance to Western influence. Ato’s mother views Eulalie’s foreign habits as a threat to their way 

of life, further deepening the divide. 

 


