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Introduction

This Commerce syllabus for Ordinary Secondary Education is a revised version which has
been prepared to replace the Commerce syllabus of 1997. The revision process focused on
the competence based approach in teaching and learning. Students are expected to be engaged
in a varieties of learning activities which build up their competences. Moreover, the revision
has also taken into consideration the requirements of the Secondary Education Development
Plan (SEDP II: 2010-2015).The Commerce syllabus for Ordinary Secondary Education has
some changes whereby topics/sub-topics have been improved. One new topic has been
introduced which is Entrepreneurship cutting across all class levels (Form I- IV).

The syllabus is to be covered in four academic years, each having approximately 9 teaching
months which is equivalent to 194 instructional days. Form I and II will have 3 periods of 40
minutes per week. The students will have 38 weeks of studies in each year. Form I and IT will
have a total of 114 periods. Form III and IV will have 3 periods of 40 minutes each week.
Therefore in a year of 38 teaching weeks, each class of Forms III and IV will have a total of

114 periods. The teacher is advised to make maximum use of time allocated in classroom
instruction. Lost instructional time should always be compensated for.

The matrix has new columns which are topic with sub topics, assessment and periods.
Assessment column represents the statement that a teacher can use as a reflection during the
teaching process from the beggining to the end of lesson. At the right there is period column,
these are suggestions that a teacher has autonomy to change the periods according to the type
and the size of the class.

Aims and Objectives of Education in Tanzania

The general aims and objectives of education in Tanzania are to:

a)  guide and promote the development and improvement of the personalities of the citizens
of Tanzania, their human resources and effective utilization of their resources in bringing
about individual and national development;

b)  promote the acquisition and appreciation of culture, customs and traditions of the people
of Tanzania;

c¢) promote the acquisition and appropriate use of literary, social, scientific, vocational,
technological, professional and other forms of knowledge, skills and understanding for
the development and improvement of man and society;

d) develop and promote self-confidence and an inquiring mind and understanding and
respect for human dignity and human rights and readiness to work hard for personal self-

advancement and national development;
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g)

h)

enable and expand the scope of acquisition, improvement and upgrading of mental,
practical, productive and other life skills needed to meet the changing needs of industry
and the country;

enable every citizen to understand the fundamentals of the national constitution as well as
the enshrined human and civil rights, obligation and responsibilities;

promote the love for work, self and wage employment and to improve performance in the
production and service sectors;

inculcate principles of national ethic and integrity, national and international cooperation,
peace and justice through the study, understanding and adherence to the provision of the
National Constitution and other international basic charters, and

enable a rational use, management and conservation of our environment.

Aims and Objectives of Secondary Education in Tanzania

The aims and objectives of Secondary Education in Tanzania are to:

a)

b)

)

d)

g)

consolidate and broaden the scope of baseline ideas, knowledge, skills and principles
acquired and developed at primary education level;

enhance further development and appreciation of national unity, identity and ethic,
personal integrity, respect for and readiness to work, human rights, cultural and moral
values, customs, traditions and civic responsibilities and obligations;

promote the development of competency in linguistic ability and effective use of
communication skills in Kiswahili and at least one foreign language;

provide opportunities for the acquisition of knowledge, skills, attitudes and understanding
in prescribed or selected fields of study.

prepare the students for tertiary and higher education; vocational, technical and professional
training;

inculcate a sense and ability for self-study, self-confidence and self-advancement in new
frontiers of science and technology, academic and occupational knowledge and skills, and

prepare the student to join the world of work.

General Subject Competences:

By the end of the four years course, the student should have developed the following competences:

a)
b)

<)

Demonstrate self-confidence and self-reliance attributes;
Demonstrate supportive arguments during trading and dialogues;

Demonstrate ability to lobby and negotiate in business transactions;
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6.1

6.2

6.3

d) Demonstrate ability of financial literate and manage risks;

e) Demonstrate accountability to the nation.

General Subject Objectives:

By the end of four years course, the student should be able to:

a)  use terminology, language and symbolism of with some precision and clarity for the
purpose of effective communication in commercial issues;

b)  be independent, be creative, think critically and use personal social values and skills in
dealing with commercial issues;

c)  be conversant with changes that are taking place in the commercial sector in Tanzania;
d) interpret commercial issues arising from government and non- government policies;
e) understand the roles of various organizations in commerce;

f)  identify and apply the numerical and other basic tools of commercial analysis;

g)  be innovative to use ICT and entrepreneurial skills in dealing with commercial issues;

h)  apply basic leadership and management skills and principles while working with others
to accomplish business goals.
Content

The content part of the syllabus includes class level competences, class objectives, topics,
sub-topics, specific objectives, teaching and learning strategies, teaching and learning resources,
assessment and number of periods.

Class Level Competences

Competences are knowledge, skills and attitudes expected to be attained by the learner during
and after completion of a particular class level.

Class Objectives

For each competence, one or more objectives have been stated in order to achieve it. The general
objectives for Form one to Form four are stated in general terms to indicate the scope of content
to be covered within such level.

Topics

The topics have been derived from the class level competences and objectives. Most of the
topics in the 1997 Commerce syllabus have been retained and arranged to attain a logical order
starting from simple to the most difficult ones. Cross cutting issues have been incorporated

in the syllabus.
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6.5

6.6

6.7

6.8

6.9

7.0

Sub-topics

Topics have been divided into sub-topics which have been arranged in a spiral form.

Specific Objectives

Each sub-topic has minimum of three specific objectives; the maximum number of specific
objectives is five. These objectives are the expected outcomes in classroom instruction. They
also reflect the process on how to attain competences within the cognitive, effective and
psychomotor domains.

Teaching and Learning Strategies

The column of teaching and learning strategies indicates what the teacher and students are
expected to be doing in the process of teaching and learning. The teacher is a facilitator who
promotes, guides and helps students to do various activities. Students are encouraged to work
in interactive style. The interactive learning activities enhance participatory and cooperative
learning.

The whole teaching and learning process should be participatory and interactive. The student
learns by doing series of logical activities. These suggested teaching and learning strategies are
not exhaustive. The teacher and students may use other learner centred strategies, which suit
the class environment.

Teaching and Learning Resources

In the teaching and learning resources column, variety of resources have been proposed.
If resources are not available, teacher and students should improvise.

Assessment

Forevery specificinstructional objective, there is /are suggested questions or areas for assessment.
Formative and summative assessments should be geared towards mastery of the competences
and skills development within the course. The teacher should add other assessment questions
and tools depending on his/her student environment in place.

Number of Periods

The column for number of periods is used to indicate a proposal of duration to be used to
teach given specific objectives. The number of periods has taken into account the time needed
to cover the specific objective. Some specific objectives had more time depending on their weight.

Assessment of the subject

Various methods of assessment are available, some of these may include: project work,
portfolio, self-assessment, written report, tests, completion of tasks, observations and terminal
examinations. The scores will be collected and stored for the purpose of continuous assessment
(CA).



DECLARATION

Ordinary Secondary Education is a four years course which has been designed to prepare students for
the Advanced Secondary Education or other Tertiary levels of education. A student will be recognized
as a form four graduate when he/she successfully completes and passes Secondary Education
examination conducted by the National Examination Council of Tanzania (NECTA).

This document is hereby declared as the Commerce Syllabus for Ordinary Secondary Education
Form I -1V.

Prof.Eustella P. Bhalalusesa
Commissioner for Education
Ministry of Education, Science and Technology
P.O Box 9121
Dar es Salaam

Website: www.moe.go.tz



FORM I

Class Competences

The student should develop the following competences:

1. Engage in commercial activities;

2. Acquire appropriate resources for production process; and
3. Demonstrate entrepreneurship attitudes and innovations.
Class Objectives

The student should be able to:

a) describe the commerce basics;

b) plan basic production activities;

c) develop entrepreneurship attitudes and
d) explain the domestic trade activities.
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FORM II

Class Competences

The student should develop the following competences:

1.
2.
3.

Demonstrate Entrepreneurship attitudes and innovations;
Apply trading features in daily life; and

Administer delivery of goods.

Class objectives

The student should able to:

a)
b)
c)
d)

describe the economics basics;
explain the domestic trade activities;
examine the enterprising activities conducted in their locality; and

design the transportation model.
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FORM III

Class Competences

The student should develop the following competences:

1.

2
3.
4

Demonstrate ability to communicate business transactions effectively;
Establish a winning marketing strategy;
Manage and solicit financial resources; and

Demonstrate ability to conduct international trade.

Class objectives

The student should be able to:

a)
b)
c)
d)
e)

use business communication facilities;

discuss marketing elements effectively;

differentiate services offered by financial institutions;
describe international trade activities; and

develop competitive business ideas.

-
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FORM IV

Class Competences

The student should develop the following competences:

L. Demonstrate positive attitudes in paying tax;

2 Administer procedures of insuring risks;

3 Establish competitive and formalized business enterprises;
4. Manage business activities; and

5 Develop a Business Plan.

Class Objectives

The student should be able to:

a)
b)
c)
d)
e)

develop attitudes of paying taxes to the government organs;
examine the insurance policies offered in Tanzania;

establish school based business model;

manage activities conducted in the business organizations; and

establish formalized business.

*
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